that serves as the “department” for that particular SDM until all the requirements
are completed. One member of the committee will serve as the adviser of record
and the coordinator of SDMs will serve as chair for all SDMs.

3. The student will develop a petition, supported by the members of the advisory
committee, explaining the rationale for this SDM; why the academic goals could
not be met by existing majors or concentrations; and how this SDM advances
particular career goals.

4. This petition will be part of the formal application, which should include the
names of the faculty committee; a list and schedule of proposed courses,
field research, directed studies, and internships; and a plan for meeting the senior
comprehensive examination requirements. Under normal circumstances, the
faculty committee will develop and administer these exams. Finally, the applicant
should also indicate how the Core 10 requirement will be met. Normally, this
would be satisfied by completing the senior seminar in one of the disciplines.

If a senior thesis or designated upper-division seminar will be used to meet the
Core 10 requirement, the applicant must demonstrate in the application why this
option best serves the academic goals of the SDM.

5. The petition and completed application, approved and endorsed by the faculty
committee members and the coordinator of SDMs, will be submitted to the
College curriculum committee for final review and approval. In order for the SDM
to be officially approved, it must have the signature of each faculty committee
member, the coordinator of SDMs, the chair of the curriculum committee, and the
senior vice president and dean of the College.

6. The coordinator of SDMs will track the progress of each major and work with the
coordinator of records of the College to certify the completion of each SDM.

Women’s and Gender Studies

Women’s and gender studies is an interdisciplinary program designed to promote the study of
gender, women’s experiences, and various feminist theories across the College curriculum.

Requirements for area of concentration: A student may elect an area of concentration

in women’s and gender studies by completing the following requirements: Introduction to
Women’s and Gender Studies, Senior Project, and three approved women’s and gender studies
courses with multidisciplinary breadth. A minimum grade of C in these courses is required.

2000 Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies (4 sem. hours). This course is an inter-
disciplinary introduction to the field of women’s and gender studies; to the questions
raised by the study of women’s experiences; to the intellectual debates surrounding
the issue of gender; and to the role of these fields in the various liberal arts
disciplines.

4000 Senior Project (4 sem. hours). This project consists either of an independent study with
an instructor in the student’s major or a teaching practicum in the Introduction to
Women'’s and Gender Studies course. See the coordinator of women'’s and gender
studies for information about this course.

Interdisciplinary Core

1000 Introduction to Liberal Studies - Core 1 (4 sem. hours). This course is designed to
introduce students to the academic community, to provide opportunities for intellec-
tual growth through critical thinking and writing on subjects of general interest, and
to initiate a process of self-reflection that will continue to graduation. It is a writing-
intensive course that takes the place of English composition.
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