
”In the middle of the journey of our life
I came to myself in a dark wood where the 
straight way was lost."

Canto I, Dante's INFERNO          

"Continue until you come to the square of a walled 
town which is the end of the Camino Real and the 
beginning of the Camino Real. Halt there and turn 
back, Traveler, for the spring of humanity has gone 
dry in this place and there are no birds in the 
country except wild birds that are tamed and kept 
in cages."

The Prologue, CAMINO REAL          
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If the play, CAMINO REAL, were a product being promoted on a TV
commercial and I were the spokesman for it, I suppose I would present it in such
theatrical terms as these:  "Are you more nervous and anxious than you want people to
know?  Has your public smile come to resemble the grimace of a lion-tamer in a cage
with a suddenly untamed lion, or that of a trapeze performer without a net beneath him
and with a sudden attack of disequilibrium coming on him as he's about to perform his
most hazardous trick near the top of the big-top?

"And do you have to continue your performance betraying no sign on your face
of anxiety in your heart? Then here is the right place for you, the Camino Real, its plaza



and dried-up fountain at the end of it. Here is where you won't be lonely alone,
bewildered alone, frightened alone, nor desperately brave alone, either."

Actually, there is a character in the play (she's called the Gypsy and she
represents the wonderful, tough-skinned pedestrians of the Camino, who were born
and bred on it and wouldn't trade it for the Champs Elysees) who delivered a better
pitch than mine, above, but hers doesn't precede the play, to introduce it.

I wrote this play in a time of desolation. I thought, as I'd thought often before
and have often thought since, that my good work was done, that those "huge cloudy
symbols of a high romance" that used to lift me up each morning (with the assistance of
coffee so black you couldn't see through it even when you poured it before a
fair-weather window), that all those mornings had gone like migratory birds that
wouldn't fly back with any change of season.  And so it was written to combat or to
purify a despair that only another writer is likely to understand fully.

Despair is a thing that you can't live with anymore than you can live with a
lover who hates you or a companion who never stops nagging. And even though it was
my most spectacular and expensive failure on Broadway, CAMINO REAL served for
me, and I think for a number of others who saw it during its brief run in 1953, as a
spiritual purgation of that abyss of confusion and lost sense of reality that I, and those
others, had somehow wandered into.

There are two key speeches in the play, neither of which is more than one
sentence. One is the remark of Don Quixote in the prologue, when he arrives in the
midnight plaza of this nowhere, everywhere place and hears all about him the
whimpering of the word, "lonely" from beggar and outcast people asleep on the
pavement. He seems oddly comforted by it: he turns to the audience and observes: "In
a place where so many are lonely, it would be inexcusably selfish to be lonely alone."

The other key speech is at the end of the play, and is also only one sentence:
"The violets in the mountains have broken the rocks." In the final, published version of
CAMINO REAL, both of these key speeches are given to Don Quixote, not because I
regard him as a fool but because I think, and, yet, I do not truly believe, that the human
coat-of-arms can and must, finally, bear such romantic mottoes as these, at least in the
later stretches of our Camino Reals.

What the play says through the unashamed old romanticist, Don Quixote, is
just this, "Life is an unanswered question, but let's still believe in the dignity and
importance of the question."
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